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Significant publications 2018-2023
Kazharski Aliaksei. 2022. Central Europe Thirty Years After the Fall of Communism: A Return to the Margin? Rowman & Littlefield
This book examines the politics and international relations of Central Europe (the Visegrád Four) three decades after the fall of communism. Once bound together by a common geopolitical vision of "returning to the West," the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia now find themselves in a more ambiguous position. The 2015 European migration crisis exposed serious normative differences with Western Europe, leading to a collective V4 rebellion against the European Union's migration policies. At the same time, as this book demonstrates—despite this normative rift with Western Europe and despite the democratic backsliding in some of the V4 states—they remain deeply dependent on the West in both symbolic and material terms. Furthermore, ways in which individual Central European states position themselves vis-a-vis the West exhibit notable differences, informed by their specific political and cultural legacies. The author examines these in separate country chapters. This book also contains a chapter that analyzes the effect of the COVID-19 crisis on political discourses in the V4.
In the reviewers’ opinion, “through a combination of rich empirical area studies and International Relations theorization, the book offers a unique and insightful contribution to the field. Furthermore, the study provides a necessary comparative basis for understanding the changes and continuities in Central European geopolitics after February 2022.” (Merabishvili 2023).  Furthermore, according to the reviewers, the monograph “brings nuances and complexity to the frequently oversimplified picture of the region.” (Delcour 2023).  The monograph received International Studies Association, Global International Relations Section 2022-2023 Book Award.
Merabishviili, Gela. 2023. Review in Hungarian Geographical Bulletin, 72: 87-90. https://doi.org/10.15201/hungeobull.72.1.6.
Delcour, Laure. 2023. Review in Eurasian Geography and Economics. https://doi.org/10.1080/15387216.2023.2170441.
Kazharski Aliaksei. 2021. Belarus’ New Political nation. 2020 anti-authoritarian protests as identity building. New Perspectives, 29 (1): 69-79 https://doi.org/10.1177/2336825X20984340 
This contribution focuses on symbolic politics of the protest movement as ‘‘signifying practices’’ and examines ways in which these practices reappropriate crucial symbolic legacies in order to articulate a new political subject through representations of an anti-authoritarian majority following the rigged 2020 presidential election in Belarus, as well as the disproportionate use of violence by the authorities. Following a discussion of the broader context of identity building in the post-Communist Belarus, I provide an empirical analysis of two key legacies recycled by the protests. The first one is the political legacy of Belarusian national revivalism and its symbols that quickly became the dominant visual theme in the protests. Though, in their origin, these symbols were closely linked to ethnocultural Belarusian nationalism, the protest movement has worked to resignify them into symbols of civic, anti-authoritarian moral solidarity that cut across linguistic or geopolitical divides. The second case which I address, and which is no less important, is the legacy of World War II or the so-called Great Patriotic War (GPW).
In 2022, the article was shortlisted by the International Congress of Belarusian Studies for the Congress Award for the best academic publication (article).
Kazharski, Aliaksei. 2020. Civilizations as ontological security? Stories of the Russian trauma. Problems of Post-Communism, 67(1): 24-36. https://doi.org/10.1080/10758216.2019.1591925. 
The study addresses the phenomenon of civilizational discourses in Russia from the perspective of ontological security theories. It argues that the discourse on “Russian civilization” or the “Russian world” is a form of establishment identity-building practices that marries a culturalist vision of Russia to narratives of traumas or ruptures in its biographical narrative. Thus, the holistic notion of a civilization is an attempt to construct unity across ideological, spatial, and societal cleavages associated with the disintegration of the Soviet Union and earlier critical points in Russian history. The article further argues that much of the discourse on the “Russian world” produces a notably “securitized” or “closed” identity that resists change and inhibits Russia’s adaptation to its postimperial circumstances. The significance of the study lies in the input it makes in the developing literature on ontological security in IR connecting the Russian case and the discussions of the so-called “civilizational” rhetoric to the analytical toolkit of the ontological security theory. 
Kazharski, Aliaksei. 2019. Eurasian Integration and the Russian World. Regionalism as an Identitary Enterprise. [Working title: Regionalism as an Identitary Enterprise: Eurasian Integration and the ‘Russian World’ in Russia’s International Self]. Budapest & New York: Central European University Press.
Russian discourses of regionalism are examined as a source of identity construction practices for the country's political and intellectual establishment. The overall purpose of the monograph is to demonstrate that, contrary to some assumptions, the transition trajectory of post-Soviet Russia has not been towards a liberal democratic nation state that intended to emulate Western political and normative standards. Instead, its foreign policy discourses have been constructing Russia as a supranational community which transcends Russia's current legally established borders.
The study undertakes a systematic and comprehensive survey of Russian official (authorities) and semi-official (establishment affiliated think tanks) discourse for a period of seven years between 2007 and 2013. This exercise demonstrates how Russia is being constructed as a supranational entity through its discourses of cultural and economic regionalism. These discourses associate closely with the political project of Eurasian economic integration and the “Russian world” and “Russian civilization” doctrines. Both ideologies, the geoeconomic and culturalist, have gained prominence in the post-Crimean environment. The analysis tracks down how these identitary concepts crystallized in Russia's foreign policies discourses beginning from Vladimir Putin's second term in power.
The contribution of the monograph is in the pioneering effort to bridge the study of identity in IR and (discourses of) regionalism. It illuminates the processes of identity formation prior to the 2014 annexation of Crimea demonstrating how the assumptions of a linear post-Communist transition with respect to Russia were wrong. In the reviewers‘ opinion it is “a valuable addition to the large body of literature on how to understand the Russian nation“ (Blakkisrud 2020) and was deemed “particularly useful for researchers and students of foreign policy analysis, post-structuralist theories of IR, identity politics and Eurasian studies“ (Baratov 2021).
Kazharski, Aliaksei. 2018. The End of ‘Central Europe’? The Rise of the Radical Right and the Contestation of Identities in Slovakia and the Visegrad Four. Geopolitics, 23(4): 754-780. https://doi.org/10.1080/14650045.2017.1389720.
The article analyses the effects of the migration crisis and the parallel rise of right wing parties on national and regional identities in Slovakia and the broader subregion of the Visegrad Four. It argues that the recent right wing political discourse around migration has been reshaping the meaning of ‘Central Europe’ as a normative project and an identity shared by the V4 countries. The post-Cold War narrative of Central Europe was a story of ‘returning to the West’, which in practice meant that normative conformity with the West was a precondition of membership in key Western institution. The situation has changed visibly after the migrant crisis, as the V4 political elites have now been constructing new identities, in partial juxtaposition with Western European liberalism. These new identities favour a culturalist, conservative interpretation of the nation and reject humanitarian universalism, epitomized by the European Union’s decision to welcome the refugees. This arguably devaluates the previous notion of ‘Central Europe’ as a region that seeks to identify itself firmly with the West. Slovakia is chosen as a case study because of the recent success of the radical right in the 2016 parliamentary elections. The article concludes that although the situation of being structurally locked into the EU does not allow the V4 countries to openly challenge its main principles, the V4 political elites pursue a counter-hegemonic strategy, subverting and resignifying some of its key political notions. One should, therefore, speak not of an end of ‘Central Europe’ but rather of its evolution into a new, hybrid stage, where normative conformity and identification with the West will only be partial. The article makes use of Laclau and Mouffe’s theory of discourse and related concepts as well as insights from constructivist geopolitics literature to track articulatory practices of the regional establishments. The study relies on evidence from recent political campaigning in Slovakia as well as official Visegrad Group documents from 2015 to 2016.
The significance of this contribution is in mapping a key turning point in ‘East-West‘ relations inside the EU, with the subsequent rise of populism/“illiberalism“ in Central&Eastern Europe. 
Scopus indexed citations: 39, FWCI: 4.61.


